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Friday; but it will be one of those three
days is my expectation. I know Mr.
RANGEL wants to move the AMT patch.
I’'m for moving the AMT patch. I'm for
paying for it. But I'm for moving it.
The Temporary Tax Relief Act.

Mr. BLUNT. So that would be the
AMT patch?

Mr. HOYER. Yes, that’s what we’re
referring to. So the answer is, yes, we
intend to move that next week.

Mr. BLUNT. And the amount of
money involved there?

Mr. HOYER. I don’t have that dollar
amount, but I know that it’s in the $50
billion category to do a temporary
patch, which we have done over the
last few years. We borrowed the money
each time we’ve done that, but it’s
about $50 billion. We intend to pay for
it.

Mr. BLUNT. And your intention is
for that to be under the PAYGO rule to
be paid for.

Mr. HOYER. As you know, we have
followed the PAYGO rules since we
adopted them, and we intend to hew to
that practice. And we think it’s the ap-
propriate practice, rather than borrow
$60 billion today to give taxpayers re-
lief so that our children can pay for
that tax relief in the future. We feel
strongly about that and we intend to
do that.

Mr. BLUNT. I think the view of that,
if we were debating the bill, which we
won’t do, I assure you, would be that
this kind of tax relief actually pro-
duces tax revenue. But in a static scor-
ing model you don’t see that revenue.

Do you have any more information
about November’s schedule? I know
next week. You said you anticipated we
would work Friday of next week.

Mr. HOYER. We anticipate Friday of
next week. And I'm not yet antici-
pating the 16th, which is Friday, be-
cause I'm not sure exactly. The con-
tinuing resolution ends on the 16th of
November. It is my expectation that
we will do another continuing resolu-
tion while we continue to try to pass
the balance of the appropriation bills,
and I expect to do that earlier than the
16th, but we can’t give away the 16th at
this point in time because we have no
intention of shutting down the govern-
ment and, therefore, we’re going to
make sure that we provide for making
sure the government stays in oper-
ation. But if we can conclude our work
by the 15th, I'm sure the Members will
be happy. But the 16th is still on the
schedule.

Mr. BLUNT. I appreciate that infor-
mation. I'm sure that we would be, at
least I'm confident we would be more
than happy to work with the majority
so that we don’t run into a needless
last-minute crisis on the 16th in the al-
most unavoidable circumstance now
that we don’t have all of the appropria-
tions bills done by then, and I would
think the earlier that process starts,
the better off we are.

And I would yield.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding one more time.
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I have not mentioned something, but
I do want to mention, so the House
knows and, frankly, the public knows
as well. As you know, we have been
working very hard on the Children’s
Health Insurance Program, trying to
get as many children as possible cov-
ered by children’s health. I want to
thank the whip. I had the opportunity
of meeting with Mr. BOEHNER. Their
staffs have been engaged. Our staffs
have been engaged. Senate Democratic
and Republican staff and Members have
been engaged. We're still working on
that.
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As you know, Senator REID at-
tempted to get a delay in the consider-
ation of the bill on the Senate floor.
That was objected to by Mr. McCON-
NELL, or actually Mr. LOTT on behalf of
Mr. McCONNELL, and they took it up
today. Mr. REID asked for another ex-
tension. That was objected to by Mr.
MCCONNELL this time. So they consid-
ered it today.

But I want the whip to know that we
are intending to continue to pursue
discussions. Obviously the Senate has
to send the bill back here. But we want
to continue to pursue these discussions
to see whether or not we can come to
agreement so that we can send a bill to
the President that, hopefully, he would
sign but, if he doesn’t sign, that two-
thirds of us on this side of the Capitol
and two-thirds on the other side of the
Capitol would be prepared to see it
move forward.

Mr. BLUNT. If I could ask a question
in that regard, do you anticipate some
changes in the Senate bill so that it
comes back here? I was assuming,
based on your other information, that
if the Senate passed the same bill the
House had passed, it would go directly
to the President.

Mr. HOYER. Well, they have to send
it back here as the House of origin, I
believe. I'm not sure that it has to be
sent back. I may be incorrect in that.
But I am not sure how soon the Senate
will send the bill down.

Mr. BLUNT. We will be glad to con-
tinue work on that. And in regard to
the failure to provide time on the Sen-
ate side, it seems to me that’s a very
interesting contradiction to our desire
to provide time over here to change the
bill. I will assure my friend we are
working in good faith to try to address
the less than a handful of issues,
though they are all important, that we
think need to be addressed, from who
benefits from this program to how you
determine your eligibility and legal
presence in the country to benefit, to
how you work effectively to see that
adults are moved off the program. We
are more than willing to work on that.
We have been trying to work on that
all week.

And, of course, our request just a few
days ago was the reverse of the prob-
lem that now we see is a problem in the
Senate, which was give us some time to
work this out. We were denied time on
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this side. Apparently the Senate has
also been denied time to work this out.
And, once again, I think we have head-
ed toward a needless conclusion to this
debate that could have been prevented
if we would have all engaged more ef-
fectively before we sent the bill to the
Senate.

Mr. HOYER. Will the gentleman
yield?
Mr. BLUNT. I yield to the gen-
tleman.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Frankly, we have a disagreement on
whether you were denied time. We did
pass the bill, but we have been pur-
suing, as the gentleman observed, and I
appreciate the participation of those
Republicans, one of whom is sitting on
the floor, who have participated in nu-
merous meetings, whether or not we
can accommodate the interests of both
sides in passing legislation to include
the children, expanding it to 10 million.
But notwithstanding the fact that we
passed it, as I explained to the House,
we wanted to get that bill to the Sen-
ate so that they could have it ready for
consideration.

We were in agreement that it ought
to be moved over until next week. Sen-
ator REID asked for that so we could
continue to work. As I advised Senator
REID, the leader, I advised him that I
thought there were good-faith discus-
sions going on. I thought there was an
opportunity to move forward. I am still
hopeful that that is the case. And as a
result, I am hopeful that we will take
the additional time, the next day, to-
morrow, Saturday, Sunday, Monday, to
try to see if we can come to agreement.

As you know, you, Mr. BOEHNER and
I met, and Mr. BOEHNER’s observation
was there may be significant numbers
that could accrue as a result of the dis-
cussions and negotiations. We’re hope-
ful that that is the case. If that’s the
case, then we would be successful in
adding the 4 million children that we
seek to add to the President’s 6 million
plus.

What I wanted to indicate before we
close this colloquy is that I am hopeful
we will still take that time, and I have
indicated to a number of people that I
want to pursue, we want to pursue,
those discussions with the opportunity
to perhaps take some additional action
if agreement is possible.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman
for that.

And, Mr. Speaker, I will just say we
are continuing to be more than willing
to be helpful, the minority is, I am in-
dividually, to try to solve these prob-
lems.

I want to repeat one more time, I
think we would have been better off if
we had taken these 2 days that we now
would have liked to have had before we
voted instead of now being at the
mercy of the Senate to decide whether
they are going to give us time to nego-
tiate with each other or not. But we
haven’t, and, hopefully, we can con-
tinue to work for a good conclusion.



